Three Myths About Your Destiny
Destiny: it’s a big word. So big, in fact, that people often shy away from it. Either it’s too
mysterious to wrap your head around, or you think of it as something reserved for
famous people.
But it feels like a big word because it’s crucial to who we are and what we end up
doing in the world. Having a destiny isn’t just for the famous; it’s for every human
being. God has created each one of us uniquely, specifically and purposefully. Your
destiny isn’t meant to be a mystery. God wants you to know it and live it out. To quote
Shawn Bolz, “God wants your destiny more than you do!”

Three Myths About Destiny
However, what you believe can hinder or help you as you pursue your purpose. It’s
important to determine whether you believe one of these three myths about destiny.
There are others, to be sure, and those may be specific to your personality type, but
these are the three that come up again and again.

1: It’s too late for me.
This myth shows up in several variations:
• I’m too old. With so few years left on the earth, what could I possibly do now?
• I had a calling on my life but I didn’t pursue it. I blew my chance.
• I’ve done a lot of bad things in my life. I’m damaged goods; God can’t use me
now.
If you’ve believed any of these lies, I have good news for you: if you’re still breathing,
it’s not too late! Our God is the God of second chances, isn’t he? Are we not new
creations?

2: My destiny is fixed in stone.
The thinking goes like this: God is sovereign, so whatever I’m doing now, however my
life has turned out, that must be God’s will for me.
This suggests that God’s will is always accomplished, no matter what. But if you take
a moment to examine this idea, it doesn’t make any sense. First, consider that rape,
robbery, child exploitation, terrorism and a host of other evils are committed daily
across the globe. These acts are clearly against God’s commands and his heart for
people.

Second, if God’s will always got done, why would he need to give us the 10
Commandments or any other guidelines? We would just automatically know what God
wanted and always do it. However, common sense and experience prove otherwise.
If God’s will always gets done, why did Jesus teach us to pray, “Thy will be done”?
Jesus’ instruction on prayer heavily implies that we have a role to play in God’s will being
done. Your destiny is a part of God’s will. We need to ask for it, and we need to play an
active role in it.

3: My destiny is doing the thing I enjoy most.
That seems reasonable, right? Well, here’s the thing: the Apostle Paul really enjoyed
persecuting Christians! Was that his destiny? NO. His destiny definitely involved being
zealous, but until his encounter with Jesus on the road to Damascus, his unredeemed
nature was directing his zeal.
Now, it may end up that what you love to do is part of your destiny, but Paul shows
us that it’s not a sure thing by any means. There are all sorts of reasons to love doing
something, and not all those reasons come from God.
The role personality plays here must not be ignored. The Enneagram teaches us that
people act based on unconscious patterns that shape their lives, and this can certainly
affect the choices we make about education, career, lifestyle choices and more.
So then, if your purpose isn’t necessarily doing the thing you love most, but it might
be, how can you know for sure? There is no easy formula. It’s not about making a list of
pros and cons. This takes discernment. It requires a wisdom that sometimes requires
lots of silence in the presence of the God who made you. It sometimes requires radical
surrender to a God whose plans you can trust because he is good and has only your
good and his purposes for you in mind.

Take Action!
No less a personage than Max Lucado gives a good recap: “You have a voice in your
destiny. You have a say in your life. You have a choice in the path you take.” Make every
effort to take inventory of your life and to spend time listening to what God’s saying to
you about why he made you. The information above is adapted from my book, Becoming
Your True You: God, the Enneagram and Your Unique Purpose on Amazon or Kobo. You
might want to pick up a copy for a longer discussion about destiny.
If you’re ready to get serious about pursuing your purpose, here’s a declaration you
can make. I recommend you stand up and speak it out loud!

I declare that I have a part to play in my destiny – a big part. I am not too old or
too tainted. I am God’s beloved, and I get to have my destiny. In fact, God wants
me to fulfill my destiny more than I do! I bind my destiny to my soul, and I vow to
pursue intimacy with God and the fullness of my destiny. I understand that my
work has just begun, and that sometimes the work will be hard, but I am far too
precious to live a purposeless life.

For more information on the Enneagram, take a look at the various blog topics at
https://heathdavishavlick.com/blog/.

